THE 

WORKS 

OF 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN; 

coiiTAiians 

SEVERAL POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL TRACTS 

NOT INCLUDED IN ANY FORMER EDITION, 

MANY LETTERS OFFICIAL AND PRIVATE 
NOT HITHERTO PUBLISHED; 

WITH 

NOTES 

AND 

A LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 



Bt JARED sparks. 



VOLUME X. 



BOSTON: 

BILLIARD, OR AT, AND COMPANY. 
1840. 



TO M. LE ROY. 



On the Affairs of France. 

Philadelphia, 13 November, 1789. 

It is now more than a year, since I have heard 
from my dear friend Le Roy. What can be the reason ? 
Are you still living'? Or have the mob of Paris mis- 
taken the head of a monopolizer of knowledge, for a 
monopolizer of corn, and paraded it about the streets 
upon a pole. 

Great part of the news we have had from Paris, for 
near a year past, has been very afflicting. I sincerely 
wish and pray it may all end well and happy, both 
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for the King and the nation. The voice of Philosophy 
I apprehend can hardly be heard among those tu- 
mults. If any thing material in that way had occurred, 
I am persuaded you would have acquainted me with 
it. However, pray let me hear from you a little of- 
tener ; for, though the distance is great, and the means 
of conveying letters not very regular, a year's silence 
between friends must needs give uneasiness. 

Our new Constitution is now established, and has an 
appearance that promises permanency ; but in this 
world nothing can be said to be certain, except death 
and taxes. 

My health continues much as it has been for some 
time, except that I grow thinner and weaker, so that 
I cannot expect to hold out much longer. 

My respects to your good brother, and to our friends 
of the Academy, which always has my best wishes 
for its prosperity and glory. Adieu, my dear friend, 
and believe me ever yours most affectionately, 

B. Frajvklin. 



